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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5476

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Wod, Franklin, Deccio, Cke, Jacobsen, Fairley, Kline, Wjahn,
Patt erson, Thi baudeau, MDonald, Fraser, Kohl, MAuliffe, Wst and
Goi ngs)

Read first tinme 02/ 27/97.

AN ACT Relating to bicycle safety; anending RCW 46.61. 750,
28A. 220. 050, 46. 20. 095, 46.82.430, and 46.83.040; adding a new section
to chapter 46.61 RCW addi ng a new section to chapter 46. 04 RCW addi ng
a new section to chapter 43.70 RCW creating a new section; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) Dy sability and death resulting from injuries sustained in
bi cycling accidents are a serious threat to the public health, welfare,
and safety of the people of Washington, and the prevention of such
disability and death is a goal of such people;

(2) Brain injuries are the |eading cause of disability and death
from bi cycling accidents;

(3) The risk of brain injury from bicycling accidents is
significantly reduced for bicyclists who wear proper protective
hel nets; and

(4) The purpose of this act is to reduce the incidence of
disability and death resulting from injuries incurred in bicycling
accidents by requiring that while riding on a bicycle on the public
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roads, public bicycle paths, and other public rights-of-way in this
state, all bicycle operators and passengers under the age of sixteen
years wear approved protective hel nets.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning January 1, 1998, it is a traffic infraction:

(a) For a person under the age of sixteen years to operate or ride
upon a bicycle on a state highway, county road, city street, public
trail or pathway, or a public sidewal k adj acent to the foregoi ng unl ess
wearing a protective helnmet of a type certified to neet the
requi renents of standard z-90.4 of the Anerican National Standards
I nstitute or such subsequent nationally recogni zed standard for bicycle
hel met performance as the state patrol may adopt by rule. The hel net
nmust be equi pped with either a neck or chin strap that nust be fastened
securely while the bicycle is in notion;

(b) For a person to transport a person under the age of sixteen
years upon, in a restraining seat that is attached to, or in atrailer
towed by a bicycle on a state highway, county road, city street, public
trail or pathway, or a public sidewal k adj acent to the foregoing unl ess
the person transported is wearing a hel net that neets the requirenents
in (a) of this subsection. A person with a bona fide religious reason
or health or physical condition that prevents the person from wearing
a bicycle helnmet is exenpt fromthis requirenent;

(c) For the guardian of a person under the age of sixteen years to
knowi ngly allow, and fail to take reasonable steps to prevent, that
person from operating or riding upon a bicycle on a state highway,
county road, city street, public trail or pathway, or a public sidewal k
adj acent to the foregoing unless that person is wearing a hel net that
meets the requirenents in (a) of this subsection. For the purpose of
this subsection, "guardian" neans a parent, |egal guardian, or any
other adult person who maintains responsibility for the safety and
wel fare of a person;

(d) For a person to offer a bicycle for rent or for a person to
rent a bicycle for use by a person under the age of sixteen years
unl ess the person riding the bicycle possesses a hel net that neets the
requi renents of (a) of this subsection

(2) This section does not apply to a person being transported in a
pedi cab.
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Sec. 3. RCW46.61.750 and 1982 ¢ 55 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is a traffic infraction for any person to do any act
forbidden or fail to performany act required in RCW46. 61. 750 t hr ough
46. 61. 780 or section 2 of this act.

(2) ((Fhese—+egulations—apptteabletobieyeles—apply—whenrever—a

to—those—exceptions—stated-herern-)) No traffic infraction commtted
under section 2 of this act may be reported on a person’s driving
record maintained by the departnent of |icensing.

(3) In order to educate the public concerning the provisions of
section 2 of this act, during the period from January 1, 1998, to
January 1, 1999, a person violating section 2 of this act will not be
subject to a traffic infraction, though a witten warning of the
violation may be issued. After January 1, 1999, a violator nmay be
issued a reqular notice of traffic infraction. |If this is the first
tine a person has been issued a notice of traffic infraction for a
violation of section 2 of this act and he or she provides evidence to
the court in witing that he or she has obtained a bicycle helnet in
order to conply with section 2 of this act, the court shall dism ss the
notice of traffic infraction wthout costs.

(4) Inlieu of atraffic infraction for a person under the age of
twelve, a law enforcenent officer may provide to the violator and to
the violator’s parent or guardian witten infornmation about the
inportance of wearing helnets, where helnets may be purchased or
obtained at little or no cost, and the contents of the lawrelating to
bi cycl e hel nets.

(5) Traffic infractions for persons under the age of 16 shall be
referred to juvenile court pursuant to RCW 13. 04. 030.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 46. 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Pedi cab" neans a bicycle with three or nore wheels that carries
passengers for hire.

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 220.050 and 1986 ¢ 93 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall include information
on the proper use of the left-hand | ane by notor vehicles on multil ane
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hi ghways, bicyclists’ responsibilities and rights, recomended bicycle
riding procedures in comon traffic situations, and reconmended driving
procedures for notor vehicle drivers when encountering bicyclists
especially children on bicycles, in instructional naterial wused in
traffic safety education courses.

Sec. 6. RCW46.20.095 and 1986 ¢ 93 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall include information on the proper use of the
| eft-hand |ane by notor vehicles on multilane highways, bicyclists’
responsibilities and rights, reconmended bicycle riding procedures in
common traffic situations, and recommended driving procedures for notor
vehicle drivers when encountering bicyclists, especially children on
bi cycles, in its instructional publications for drivers.

Sec. 7. RCW46.82.430 and 1986 ¢ 93 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

Instructional material used in driver training schools shall
include information on the proper use of the left-hand |ane by notor
vehicles on multilane highways, bicyclists’ responsibilities and
rights, recomended bicycle riding procedures in compn traffic
situations, and recommended driving procedures for notor vehicle
drivers when encountering bicyclists, especially children on bicycles.

Sec. 8. RCW46.83.040 and 1961 c 12 s 46.83.040 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

It shall be the purpose of every traffic school which may be
established hereunder to instruct, educate, and inform all persons
appearing for training in the proper, |lawful, and safe operation of
not or vehicles, including but not limted to rules of the road and the
[imtations of persons, vehicles, bicycles, and roads, streets, and
hi ghways under varying conditions and circunstances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 43.70 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall make available to famlies and persons in
Washi ngton state information about sources of free or |owcost
protective bicycle hel nets.
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NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 10. If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance
remai nder of the act or the application of
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---

is held invalid, the
the provision to other
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